"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter.
The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia.
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The material does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any material
in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any action.
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitness for purpose of any material in this Newsletter.
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (including, without limitation, loss of
business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter.
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors. The information contains material submitted and
created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material" The purpose of these self-help
gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge of the vehicles in our charge. It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work
carried out on these vehicles will replace the expert knowledge of those that specialise in this field. Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her
motorcar maintained by a qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the vehicle themselves.

Please visit the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Branch) website for more of our local Club news.

www.rrocavictoria.org.au/

The first Sunday of September is Fathers’ Day, which can be a dilemma when organising a technical day if you want
Members to attend it and so, in order for proceedings to take place on the scheduled date, our group decided to hold a
Father and Child, Spanner Free information day (no risk of getting young fingers getting caught up in the works).
What an excellent opportunity to introduce the younger members of society to the Rolls-Royce and Bentley marques.
Spanner Free didn’t mean that there would be no stripped down projects on display; we wanted the ‘young-uns’ to
see how things work as well as explain the cars themselves. I didn’t really expect too many folks to turn up on the day and I
expected that there would be quite a few enjoying a Fathers’ Day lunch somewhere, so it came as quite a good surprise when
nearly thirty Members and their offspring attended; even more surprising to see daughters as well as sons. This was very
encouraging indeed.
It was decided that the best way to ‘educate’ the young was to move from car to car and get the owners to explain
the histories and special features of each model and we started with Peter’s Bentley MK VI. It was a good starting point owing
to the fact that it was in a semi dismantled state and therefore we were able to show many of the working components of the
car that would normally be hidden from view.

The Bentley MKVI with bonnet, grille, radiator and other
paraphernalia removed showed many of the working components
of the car that would normally be hidden from view

The arrow points to what is commonly known as a Harmonic
Balancer although (according to the Workshop Manual) the
factory called it a Spring Drive and this was causing a
nuisance vibration at 50 mph (80 kph)
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An exploded view of the ‘Spring Drive’ from the Bentley Parts Catalogue

The Bentley MK VI’s bonnet, grille, radiator and front engine pulley assemblies were removed which exposed the
Spring Drive, which was causing minor annoyances to its owner at around 50 mph (80 kph) as he detected a minor engine
vibration at that speed and Peter gave his audience a brief explanation of its purpose.
We then moved onto Peter’s other MKVI which has been converted to a roadster with an aluminium body bolted
directly to the exposed chassis and its spartan appointments allowed us all to compare the overall mechanics of the car
between the roadster and the saloon.

Peter’s MKVI Roadster (Fitted With R100 headlamps) always commands an interested crowd
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Next in line was my own 1982 Silver Spur which of course is essentially a Silver Spirit, only four inches longer but to
get those extra four inches in length when the car was new would have cost the purchaser an extra AUS$40,000, or as
someone put it, about $10,000 an inch. Over the years the price difference between the two models on the second-hand
market has narrowed to such an extent that they are both valued at about the same price, which is quite handy really
because if I had my choice over again, I would still choose the ‘Spur’ because of its extra legroom; personal taste of course.

My one a 1982 Silver Spur

Next cab off the rank was Len’s
Silver Cloud II LWB with division and
readers will be well familiar with this
lovely old girl.
Just a bit of useless trivia here
but the word ‘Limousine’ is loosely
bandied about these days and to the
great ‘unwashed’, the definition of the
term is usually associated with the
stretched variety or simply a large car;
but the real definition of a limousine is a
motorcar that has a division between the
driver and rear passengers and that of
course, means that Len’s Cloud II is, for
all intense and purposes, a true
limousine.
There you are - you learn
something everyday don’t you? This
motorcar was also recently featured in
an advert for the Simpsons on our local
television station and they affixed
(temporarily), a small figure of
Bart on the grille, and here it is.
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We moved along through each car with the owners giving an account of their histories and munched on some sweet
treats along the way (and still managed to empty the barbeque of its contents at lunchtime).

The two Camargues are from a similar era and there is very little difference to spot between the two (Even their respective
powerplants as pictures to each one’s left). Apart from the exterior colour on the coachwork (and these are in fact Coachbuilt
motorcars), I wonder if you can spot another difference? (Clue, have a look at the grilles). Both are post 50,000 chassis series examples
with Mineral Oil hydraulic suspension and brake systems. Another clue, the blue one was the very first car so fitted and was
commissioned for David Plaistow, the company’s Managing Director in those days.
Have you spotted it yet? Okay, I’ll put you out of your misery.
Have a close look at the entwined R-R logo on the blue one above. It is in fact red and not black as were a limited number of
Silver Shadow II’s in 1979 to commemorate the company’s 75th anniversary.

BELOW
Bruce’s 20/25 hp

David’s Silver Cloud II
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After lunch, our Chief Judge for the upcoming Victoria Branch Concours d’Elegance gave Members a few tips of how
to prepare their cars to become eligible.
It was refreshing to see some very young faces at the event and it is hoped that some of them will become future
enthusiasts and custodians of Rolls-Royce and Bentley motorcars.
As I mentioned earlier, it was a ‘spanner-free’ day but don’t despair, contributors, Clive Lungmuss and John Harriman
have prepared some articles for this issue and I am deeply in their debt but just before we move onto them, I’ll briefly return
to Peter’s MKVI Bentley with the vibration issue. Mark H. (who happened to be our host for today’s event and the Owner of
the David Plaistow Camargue and the Gold Silver Shadow II parked on the front lawn next to it), was having a great deal of
difficulty in dislodging the retaining nut to remove the Spring Drive unit; unfortunately his power tools just weren’t powerful
enough.
As it happened, another Member, Mark W, Who not only has the same first name but also lives nearby, is a forklift
repairs contractor and informed Mark (Mark 1?) that he had just the tool for the job, so after the rest of the Members went
home Mark W. Returned with his mobile tool van and, armed with the necessary equipment, managed to free the recalcitrant
nut without too much trouble. Peter’s Bentley is now back on the road and vibration free.
It’s a classic example of the camaraderie and can-do attitude of our Self-Help team.
Mark W took his LWB Shadow home and returned in this handy device

Mark W’s mobile tool shop carried pretty much every tool imaginable in portable form
and he soon sorted out
The stubborn nut
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AUTOMOTECH SCISSOR LIFT (Clive Lungmuss UK)
After recently making what was possibly my biggest purchase to help maintain the Bentley & Rolls Royce. I thought I
would share that experience and hope it helps someone out there that is also getting fed up trying to fix a fault lying on the
floor working in a restricted space.
After something like 40 yrs of using jacks to raise cars to a height that only gave limited access then placing axle
stands under for safety I decided a change was needed. After some consideration I eliminated four post lifts on the grounds
of limited space, two post lifts fell into the same category. The first scissor lift I saw had the drawback of limited access in
the middle, I then saw at a car rally a scissor lift that gave the access I thought I needed
I chose the Automotech lift for two reasons, the company is situated about 9 miles from my home & the locking
mechanism to prevent the lift accidentally lowering seemed a more substantial design.
Essentially you drive over the lift and the ramps are raised lifting the car under the chassis. The rubber blocks
provided with the lift were not suitable for placing between the ramp and the underside of my Rolls Royce or Bentley
therefore first item required were some sill blocks.

To give clearance for the silencer on the passenger
side of the RR the dimensions for:
A = 4.5 inches (approx)
D = 3.75 inches (approx)
These measurements may vary according to the
height level of the car
The cut out C was not included, as the ramps did
not go as far as the jacking points
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R-R on the Ramps
The height is about 900 mm.
The wooden sill blocks can just be seen

My grandson Max (5) is about to raise his
pedal car for its annual service. Note the
hardhat, overalls and wheel chocks!!
The picture shows the ramp in the down
position, the access between the ramps and
the cog mechanism on each side that is the
locking device when the lift is in any raised
position.

This scissor lift is not the answer to all problems but does go a long way to resolving the immediate one of easier access.
Further information from:
Automotech Services Ltd
Telephone: 01889 579945
Fax:
01889 579350
Email:
info@automotechservices.co.uk
Website:
www.automotechservices.co.uk

Thank you for your article and illustrations Clive; this device is definitely in the ‘I want one’ category. Before you
know, young Max will hopefully be behind the wheel of his own Crewe product.
Rob.
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DAWN JOTTINGS (Photos and text by John Harriman)
All serious trippers have had it. The feeling that something is not quite right: Maybe a little distraction while driving,
a little "miss" because of a tardy stab at the throttle. Whatever it may be, is it a sign, of, well-- what? Those who attended
the last Federal Rally at Albany (Western Australia) may have heard the talk given by our intrepid Ghost driver, Grahame
Mead [UK]. We were all given a badge saying, “I speak Ghost". The main point of his talk was the benefit of learning to
listen, tune, service and correctly adjust these lovely old cars, to keep them in good shape so you have faith knowledge and
confidence to drive anywhere you wish, and to return! All our cars talk to us as we drive. We have to learn to listen to what
they are saying.
So, there we were, heading off on a weekend jaunt, we had a little "miss' [only for a fraction of a second] and
everything seemed fine. We are off for a good drive, no worries!
We made the trip. We had a few difficult cold starts, [it was the start of winter and we were heading into the
mountains] but, eventually, on the last day, joined those who have returned home with their pride and joy on the back of a
truck! Thank you RACV. She had never let us down before!
Back home. Now for the post mortem: Why couldn’t we easily fix the problem? The only thing I was sure of was an
electrical ignition problem. I had been running with an electronic ignition module, and in the final stage I had replaced it with
my original points. The car ran and then died, and it was then that I gave up! I shall now solve this problem once and for all.
Well, for the next 40K or 5 yrs.
Tools out. Out with the distributer and the
coil. We are going to do some basic tests. Not
having a plush garage / workshop I had to do the
next best thing. On to the kitchen table. I set up a
small vice to hold the Dist., got a charged battery
and some wires with clips so that I could connect up
all as on the car. Turning the Dist., I got a spark,
but only a weak one. I now replaced the electronic
module but could get no spark! I changed to a
brand new coil, but still nothing! So I removed the
elect. Module and pondered the next move.
A close inspection of the Dist. revealed a
few surprises! The automatic advance mechanism
did not appear to be working at all well, and the oil
drain hole in the base of the cup holding the
weights was blocked. I had obviously been guilty of
not attending to its basic maintenance! This needed
a serious clean out. I didn't want to strip the unit,
nor loose it's settings, and as the bushes seemed
fine, I decided to invert the Dist. in a suitable vessel
with thinners and let it clean itself out over a couple of days. After regular spins and shakes it cleaned up superbly, readily
freed up the weights and cleared out the blocked drain hole.
So far, so good!
The points plate was cleaned up. I then fitted
a new set of Champion points. These turned out to be
better than the oft used Bosch replacements but you
still need to hacksaw off the side lip flat for a good fit,
but we all know that. I left the synchronising plate
alone, so I would not have too much adjustment to do
before restarting the engine.
Now here is a good tip. Whenever changing or
adjusting the points, take out the Dist., [it's very easy,
just note the position of the rotor to replace it in its
correct position] as it's so much easier and far more
accurate to do it on a bench.
Back to our test rig. What a healthy spark we
now have! So far, so good!
Time to return to the car. The HT leads are
only about 4 yrs old, but I decided to replace them all.
Neatly fitted all! new coil installed with new wires, and
the dist. replaced. A new cap had been sourced and
duly fitted. Start the engine. Yes, she ran, and she ran
well, but, I didn't feel too happy. Why? I just didn't
know! OK, let’s check the timing. I've never been able to confidently time with a strobe light, I just can't seem to read the
marks clearly. So, I'll do a static time, and go by the book.
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We all know the procedure-- jack up rear wheel, engage top gear, turn engine with wheel until TDC mark lines up
with pointer on No 1, advance a couple of degrees. Note relative position of pointer so as to repeat when needed for No.6.
Hook up a 12 V. test light across the dist. and do any minor adjustments with the light and lock in the Dist... Do likewise with
the synchronising of the other set of points with pointer on No 6. Now it was getting dark.
This is now a window of opportunity to do
some detective work. I restarted the engine. It
seemed to run very well, but.......
So I turned the lights off.
Everything seemed OK. Then I noticed
some arcing around the base of the clip that holds
the cap. Nothing too bright, but obviously some
current was going astray. Then I had a jolt from
the screw on top of the cap. Strange!
So, lights on, engine off, top of cap off,
engine on and lights off.
Now I can clearly see tracking from No 2
to the screw. A nice sparkling arc from the end of
the lead. So something was amiss! So far so good!
Enough for the day.....
I had my new cap and a couple of older
ones in front of me. There were definitely some
differences in them, such as the depth that the
leads were let into the top, and thus the spacing
between them.
I thought I would do an experiment on the older
ones. I bought some CRC Urethane Seal Coat {a thick
coating windings insulator] and after thoroughly cleaning the
insides of the caps and tops gave them a good spray
coating. I dabbed a smear of Vaseline on the terminals.
I thought it made them look very good, but, would it
DO any good! I let them harden for a few days before
cleaning up the contact points. I returned to the car, armed
with a sharp knife and small chopping board.
I neatly and squarely trimmed the ends of all the
leads into the cap. I then coated these ends with a few coats
of nail polish, readily available in most bathrooms, of course.
I am trying to seal in all the electrical charges so they go to
where they should, the plugs. Time for another test

Waiting for the next available night, the tests began
as before. One old cap of unknown use was found to be
arcing, but my original old cap came through with no
defects.
As for the sparking at the clip, well, a little pressure
with a screwdriver to increase the gap between the closer
points part and the Dist. body seemed to cure that! Now, the
engine runs as she should. I'm happy now. So what
happened?
I believe that the coil was playing up, particularly
when cold. It was an old coil, though not an original.
Electronic ignition modules are detrimentally affected by the
performance of the coil, and I would assume that the
module was eventually knocked out by the condition of this
coil.
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The replacement points plate was not in the best of set, having rocked around in the spares box for a few years. So
in the final analysis I would say that a jaded coil with jaded points and a jaded owner resulted in the failure to proceed! So
what have I learned? To go far, if your system is old, then replace it!

Thank you John for your ‘Tech Talk’
Electrical systems have always been a mystery to me but
there are definitely advantages with the old contact points system as I
was usually able to fumble my way through it and eventually effect a
repair.
One advantage with points is that when they fail, it usually
gives you plenty of warning. This is not generally the case with
modern electronic ignition.
If any other readers have recently (or about to) carry out
some maintenance, please jot down your experiences and take a few
snapshots.
I would love to include them in Crewe’d Jottings.

‘Til next time folks,
Happy and safe motoring

Robert Wort
************************************************************

A closer look at Mark’s red label on the Camargue grille

