


















































































WORKSHOP MANUAL        Section T7 
           T7-3a 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Loss of Torque at Low Engine Speed 

On high-mileage vehicles under regular city use, it may occur that there is a sudden and permanent loss of torque 
by a factor of two on start-off.  This is usually accompanied by a rattling noise from the region of the torque 
converter.  In this circumstance, the cause is often due to the collapse of the one-way stator sprag clutch within 
the torque converter.  If this is the case, either a service exchange torque converter must be fitted or the fitted 
torque converter rebuilt.  In each case, the torque converter’s input neck should be replaced if there is any 
noticeable wear groove whatsoever.  A new front pump oil seal should be fitted at the same time.  Whilst the 
vehicle may continue to drive in the defective mode, the transmission will be subject to fluid overheating and to 
mechanical damage by broken sprag clutch debris. 

Transmission Leaks from the Bellhousing 

On high-mileage vehicles, it has may occur that there is transmission fluid leakage from beneath the bellhousing.  
In this circumstance, the cause is often due to the failure of the front pump oil seal.  In such cases, the torque 
converter should be removed, the seal replaced, and the torque converter input neck should be replaced if there 
is any noticeable wear groove whatsoever.  In this situation, it is also advisable to renovate the torque converter, 
fitting a new one-way stator sprag clutch. 
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