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"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter. 

 
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not  
necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 

 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes.  

The material does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any  
material in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or  
take (or refrain from taking) any action. We do not make any warranty or  
representation as to the accuracy or fitness for purpose of any material in  

this Newsletter. 
 

In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability  
for negligence, for any damages or losses (including, without limitation,  

loss of business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever  
resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter. 

 
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical  

inaccuracies and typographical errors. The information contains material  
submitted and created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any  

illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material" 
The purpose of these self-help gatherings is to gain a better understanding  

and a working knowledge  of the vehicles in our charge. 
It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work carried out on these vehicles 

will  replace the expert knowledge of  those that specialise in this field. 
Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her motorcar maintained 

by a  qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the 
vehicle themselves. 
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Back to basics month 
 

 
Members present: 
Terry Farrow, Lionel Gell, Chris Collins, Laurence Bottomley and Robert Wort. 
 
Friends present: 
Robert Harris and Elizabeth Wort. 
 
I actually had more members present than I expected, owing to the fact that the Federal Rally was on in 
Orange, New South Wales, and followed on by some members participating in an epic journey to 
Darwin in the Northern Territory (With those thousands of kilometres of travel, that should blow a few 
cobwebs out). 
 
As it turned out, we enjoyed the company of five members and two guests. 
 
One guest in particular, generously offered up his premises and has further invited us to take up this 
offer for future self-help days anytime we require it. 
 
 
 

 
 
The chap I am referring to is Robert Harris, 
who owns and runs Road Star Automotive 
in Cheltenham. 
We can now enjoy the use of two hoists that 
are more than capable of raising our beloved 
carriages aloft without any groans or 
complaints. 
 
Robert is a vintage car buff himself and 
therefore empathises with the peculiarities 
of our needs. 
 

 
He owns a T Model and an A Model Ford (both of which are going concerns) and he also has friends in 
the Bugatti Owners Club. 
 
 
Robert is an ‘A’ Grade mechanic and an automatic 
transmission specialist and is very familiar with our 
types of transmissions (this will certainly come in 
handy in the future). 
 
Fortuitously for us, he is also a good friend of Bentley 
T Series owner, Laurence Bottomley no less and it 
seemed fitting that his motorcar should receive the first 
amount of attention in Robert’s garage. 
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The Bentley in question is a 1968 model and it has only covered 60,000 plus miles. 
 
It is in pristine condition and the only outward modification (which in fact is underneath), is an 
improved anti roll bar as fitted by Robert Chapman. Laurence tells us that the handling characteristics 
have improved immensely since Robert installed it some time ago (incidentally, Robert Chapman has 
provided me with an ‘Engine Saver’, which I would like to fit at the next meeting. I will explain this 
device in greater detail when it is fitted). 
 
 
 
As this issues title suggests, we are going back to basics. 
 
Just a simple oil change, grease and checking of the sparking plugs. 
 
We have to keep in mind that many owners have rarely lifted the bonnet of their motorcars except to 
check the coolant level and oil. 
 
Even basic stuff can be daunting to those that have not been previously mechanically minded and it’s a 
great start for them to dip their toes into the water. 
 

 
        The anti roll bar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We dipped into Laurence’s original (and complete) toolkit to extract the correct tool for the sump plug 
(These tools are nice and shiny and have never been used), and demonstrated that this is the tool to use 
for removing the plug without damage. I’m sure many readers are very familiar with damaged sump 
plugs when those not in the know have used such horrors as pipe wrenches etc. 
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Now off with the oil filter. 
 
While the oil was draining, we took the opportunity to partake of ‘High Tea’ and enjoy Robert Harris’s 
photo album. As we learned from the photos, there are many sad wrecks in breakers yards just begging 
for someone to restore them. 
 

 
 
The oil filter is of the cartridge type and very familiar to Silver Cloud/S Series owners. 
 
The outer casing was thoroughly cleaned and we laid out the assembly for Laurence to observe where 
the placing of the seals were before reassembly. 
 
Upon installation, we pointed out the important fact that the bolt should never be over tightened. 
Basically, screw it in until resistance is felt and then tighten it another quarter of a turn. We then check it 
for leaks after the oil has been refilled and run the engine for a few minutes (You will find out very 
quickly if it does leak-it didn’t though). 
 
Now to the greasing. 

 
We got Laurence to do this just to 
get his hands dirty. 
 
There is a mixture of standard grease 
nipples (as on the pivot pins and 
universal joints) and those lovely 
Tecalimit flat-topped nipples on the 
rest. An adaptor is required for the 
grease gun for the fitting and is still 
available from Kenworth Spares. I 
actually like these grease points as they 
give a positive engagement and are long 
wearing. It’s been a shame to see them 
replaced by the bread and butter 
variety on many cars. Only a smidgen 
of grease is required. If too much is 
pumped in, damage to the seals can 
occur which will allow road grime to 
enter and damage the very joints that 
you are trying to protect. 
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The hoist is lowered and the engine oil is replaced. Incidentally, when replacing the sump plug, make 
sure it is clean and you can provide an extra seal with clear silicon sealant around the thread, or as we 
did, wrap some plumber’s tape around the thread before insertion. This will ensure a leak free 
placement. 
 
A handy tip before you drain the oil is to keep the oil filler cap open and place a thick cloth over the 
bonnet clasp before you raise the car. You won’t be able to close the bonnet when the car is lowered 
thus reminding you that you haven’t as yet put the oil in. 
 
 

I was ready with my new wobble bar for gaining access to 
the spark plugs but Laurence already came prepared with 
an even longer one (does size really count after all?). Terry 
Farrow removed and checked the plugs and as it turned 
out, they were in brand new condition, so it was just a 
matter of cleaning, gapping and replacing them. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Terry gave us all a handy tip too. 
When you have loosened the spark 
plug and before you remove it, 
Give the thread a short blast with an 
air gun to get rid of any accrued dirt. 
This will ensure that no crud gets 
into the thread or the combustion 
chamber. We don’t want any nasties 
in there, do we? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I also received a tip from overseas (Richard Treacy from Switzerland). Before replacing the spark plugs, 
(in Richard’s words) apply some Loctite Anti-Seize Silver Lubricant, 8 oz brush top heavy-duty, 
temperature-resistant, petroleum-based lubricant compound, which is fortified with graphite and metallic 
flake. 
It will not evaporate or harden in extreme cold or heat and it can be used during assembly to 
prevent seizing, galling and corrosion. For use in assemblies up to 1600°F (871°C). Tested to Mil-PRF-
907E. Suggested Applications: For easy removal of spark plugs, cylinder head and exhaust head bolts. 
So there you have it. 
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Alright, so that was essentially it for the day. Nice and simple. Now it’s time for the ‘Barbie’. 
 
 

 
 
Well, not quite. 
 
Chris Collins obviously smelled the sausages and arrived just in time. 
He had a little query of his own though. 
Chris was quite impressed at Terry Herbstreit’s fix of the SU Fuel pumps two meetings ago and decided 
to bring his in to try his luck. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ah well Chris, 
Better luck next time. 
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We would like to extend our special thanks and appreciation to Robert Harris for very generously 
donating his premises to our cause. 
 
Maybe next time we can get a Silver Cloud/S Series or maybe even Mark H’s Camargue to play with. 
 
Anything is possible. 
 
 
 
‘Til next time folks, 

 
Happy and safe motoring. 
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