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"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter. 

 
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not  
necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 

 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes.  

The material does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any  
material in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or  
take (or refrain from taking) any action. We do not make any warranty or  
representation as to the accuracy or fitness for purpose of any material in  

this Newsletter. 
 

In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability  
for negligence, for any damages or losses (including, without limitation,  

loss of business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever  
resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter. 

 
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical  

inaccuracies and typographical errors. The information contains material  
submitted and created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any  

illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material" 
The purpose of these self-help gatherings is to gain a better understanding  

and a working knowledge  of the vehicles in our charge. 
It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work carried out on these vehicles 

will  replace the expert knowledge of  those that specialise in this field. 
Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her motorcar maintained 

by a  qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the 
vehicle themselves. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping your eyes clean (Part 2) 
By Robert Wort 

 
Members present: 
Mark Herbstreit, Mark Walton, Terry Farrow, Lionel Gell, David Wright, Larry 
Picker, John Wilson, Robert Wort. 
 
After the success of Mark’s venture into the headlamp wiper odyssey in the last issue, 
I decided to invite (beg) him to ‘have a go’ at mine, since they have never worked in 
all the time I have owned my Silver Spur. With gallantry (or foolhardiness), Mark 
took on the challenge. 
 
At 9.30 am. On a warm Sunday morning, Mark arrived half an hour early at my home. 
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I was still erecting the gazebo tent in readiness for the barbeque that was to follow. 
 
The other eager beavers were not far behind which meant that we could get stuck into 
the task much earlier than planned. 
 
Our first obstacle was the hubcap. In order to gain easy access to the inner wheel arch 
of which the motor is concealed under, on the left hand front side (and under the 
headlight), it was necessary to remove the front wheel. The hubcap was unusual in the 
fact that many owners complain that they tend to come loose.  
Not this one. 
It wouldn’t budge. Not even with the correct hubcap remover. With a great deal of 
persistence (and brute strength), Mark finally persuaded it to vacate the wheel. 
Without damage I might add. 
 
With the wheel removed, Mark then attended to the inner wheel arch. Removing the 
bolts was one thing; getting it out was another. Persistence again prevailed and the 
wiper motor came into view. 

 
 
 
Mark was happy to 
discover that the general 
assembly of the unit was 
much less complicated 
than on his Camargue; 
there being only one 
drive cable instead of 
two and the positioning 
of the unit offered much 
better protection from 
the elements as well. 
 
There was no great 
difficulty in removing 
the unit and much to our 
amazement, we noticed 
that all the internal 
workings were free of 
rust and was as clean as 
a whistle. 
 
Things then started to 
look promising indeed. 
 
There was a surprising 
lack of lubrication 

inside the assembly and it was suggested that this indeed could have been the culprit. 
With no lubrication, things tend to seize. It was also noted that the armature had 
obviously become overheated thus rendering the motor inoperable. Nevertheless, the 
general condition of the windings seemed to be intact and after a brief cleaning of the  
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commutator with some fine wet and dry on the rotor and cleaning the gaps of the 
same with a fine knife, the unit looked brand new. 
 
Mark had on hand a very useful, dry cell motorbike battery to test the motor’s 
operation so after all moving parts were greased and assemblies sealed against 
possible water intrusion, it was connected up to this little battery. 
 
Oh dear! 
Nothing. 
It was pulled apart again and all terminals were checked for continuity. There were a 
few loose bits and these were attended to before reassembly. 
 
Back on with the battery. 
 
Ahh! Success! 
 
The little motor purred into life harmoniously. The little cable (which reminded me of 
a miniature drain cleaner), oscillated, as it should. 
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Now to put the whole lot back in. 
 

 
It is worth mentioning that owing to 
the lack of space and my complete 
ignorance of the workings of these 
little devils, only Mark and Lionel 
seemed to be getting their hands 
dirty. I was milling about like an old 
mother hen and taking in mental 
notes as to what was going on with 
my car. 
And why not? 
Mark knew what he was doing and I 
didn’t. No use mucking around with 
things one doesn’t know about if 

there is someone present who does, is there? 
 
But Ahh! I had a role to play after all. 
 
Someone had to operate the switch didn’t they? 

 
To operate the headlamp washer/wiper 
system, you need to turn on the ignition, then 
the headlamps and then press the windscreen 
washer switch on the indicator stalk. 
 
 
 
Viola! We now have headlamp washers 
spraying the garage ceiling and wipers 
reciprocating. 
Problem. The self-parking of the wipers was 
not working. As soon as I released the washer 
switch, the damn thing stopped in its tracks. 
Back out with the motor. 
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There were a 
number of reasons 
why it didn’t work. 
One was the fact 
that the self-parking 
mechanism inside 
the motor unit was 
way out of 
adjustment. Now 
Terry Farrow got 
his hands dirty as he 
needed to remove 
the circlip from the 
driving wheel to get 
to the little 
mechanism 
underneath the rod. 
Adjustments were 

made and the motor was reinstalled. Still no self-park. Next step; check the relays. 
Yes. One relay was faulty. It still made all of the right ‘clicking’ sounds but there 
seemed to be insufficient current passing through it to operate the park switch. A little 
bit of experimentation ensued. Mark ‘borrowed’ the relay that operates the headlamp 
dipper switch from the indicator stalk and this time the self-park did work, so we left 
this relay there. But what of the headlamp dipping relay? Well, the one that failed to 
operate the self-park on the wiper worked fine on the dipper. I will still replace it 
though, just in case. 
 
So now we have headlamp washers and wipers. 
Bloody marvellous! 
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(Note: There are some important factors worth remembering when reinstalling the drive cable. 
Care must be taken to avoid damage to the gears on the headlight wipers. Feed the cable in gently until 
you start feeling a resistance upon contact with the left wiper gear. Do not force it beyond this point 
otherwise you may strip the delicate gear assembly. Go to the front of the car and gently crank the 
wiper arm anti-clockwise until the cable meshes with the gear. Undo the retaining nut and remove or 
loosen the wiper arm so that the gear can safely freewheel. Go back to the cable and gently push it in 
further until you again feel a slight resistance with the right hand wiper gear. Repeat the above 
procedure but crank the right hand wiper arm clockwise this time. 
You should now be in business. To aim the headlamp washers, gently insert a small needle into the ball 
in the washer assembly and aim the jets accordingly.) 
 
(It has been suggested by Denis Rogers that in the case where you might wish to remove the wiper 
motor unit for an extended period of time, there may be a possibility that the permanent magnets 
around the commutator may lose their magnetic ability if left outside of the motor body for too long. 
Much in the same way that the old toy horseshoe magnets lost their strength if you neglected to put the 
little metal keeper back on (didn’t we all?), when we were kids. Just to be sure that this doesn’t happen, 
place the armature and commutator back into the motor body to ‘keep’ the magnet if putting it away for 
storage. It will also ensure that you keep it free from dust and grime.) 
 
 
 
We then proceeded to my backyard to enjoy an ale or two with the barbecue but this 
turned out to be just a brief interlude as Mark wanted to ‘attack’ a couple of other 
items afterwards. 
Lionel had some problems in locking his driver’s door on his Shadow. 
This was the easiest job of the day luckily. 
The push down locking button had simply worked loose and only required screwing 
back in. two seconds later and the door locking problems were over. 
 
Back to my Spur. 
 
The car was experiencing a perceptible jerkiness during the gearchange and was only 
changing into top gear at around 60 to 70 kph.  
 
To fix this is embarrassingly simple. 
 
Get yourself under the car. 
 
Remove the small hose connected to the transmission modulator and screw the 
adjuster out about two and one half turns then take it for a test drive. There is a certain 
amount of trial and error, but after a couple of spins ‘round the block and further 
minor adjustments, the gearchange is now almost imperceptible. (Note: Not all 
modulators are adjustable which is usually the case with the originals fitted. If this is 
the case, check for leaks in the modulator hose or leaks from the modulator itself. It 
may be time to replace it anyway. It may also be that your car requires a tune-up). On 
normally aspirated engines, top gear should come into effect at about 40 kph. under 
gentle acceleration. As the gearing is different on the Bentley Turbo R top gear 
usually comes into play at around 50 to 70 kph. Depending on acceleration. 
One more thing to do and that was the driver’s side map light. Again just a simple job 
and it was just a matter of removing the cover and adjusting the contact point where 
the globe is seated. In this case, the globe was fine and with about two seconds of 
making it contact, we had it fixed as well. 
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Our little group is extremely fortunate to have an enthusiast like Mark. 
Without him, our fledgling group would have failed to proceed even before it hit the 
road. 
 
We are deeply in your debt Mate. 
 

*Photos courtesy of Larry Picker and deeply appreciated. 
One day soon I’ll get my own digital camera. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
    

 
 

Our next meeting will be held on Sunday 12th. Feb. 2006 at a venue to be advised. 
 

 
Until next issue, 
 
Happy motoring. 
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