
 
 

"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter. 
 

The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 
The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The material does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any material 
in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any action. 
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitness for purpose of any material in this Newsletter. 
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (including, without limitation, loss of 
business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter. 
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors.  The information contains material submitted and 
created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material" The purpose of these self-help 
gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge of the vehicles in our charge. It does not nor is it intended to imply that the work 
carried out on these vehicles will replace the expert knowledge of those that specialise in this field. Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep his or her 
motorcar maintained by a qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the vehicle themselves. 
 

Please visit the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia (Victoria Branch) website for more of our local Club news. 
www.rrocavictoria.org.au/ 

 

 
  

 
 
Greetings to you all for 2009; it seems an age since the last time I completed an Issue of ‘CJ’. We had a Technical 

Self-Help Day in March but in reality it was not a ‘Self-Help’ day. 
Let me explain. 
Our little group were invited very generously by the Jaguar Car Club Of Victoria to use their Headquarters (which 

incorporates a hoist) for a venue; and a very impressive venue it is too. Our Members had a guided tour of the Clubrooms, 
theatrette, bar facilities (which we never got to use) and finally the garage with hoist. This was all fantastic except that the 
hoist seems to be only used for inspections and not for actual repairs and there was no facility for waste oil or coolant 
containment; this created a problem, owing to the fact that we were planning to service some cars and this would not be 
possible. The only alternative we had left was to carry out some cursory inspections without actually doing any work and that 
left me with no useful material for Crewe’d Jottings. 

Having said that, I will briefly cover what activities we did on the day and then I will move onto the May Meeting. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The majority of photos taken of the March meeting were taken by graham Thorpe. Many thanks Graham. 
These are the Clubrooms of the Jaguar car Club of Victoria.  

A racing Mk I Jaguar can be seen in the photo on the left at the back of the theatrette.  
The cosy looking bar is pictured on the right.
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 After our tour, we raised a Mulsanne S up onto the hoist so that the JCCV Members present could get a good look at 
its underbody area. We carried out a disc pad inspection and gave the audience a demonstration of the ‘pump-down’ test to 
check the operation of the spheres; there were no embarrassments, the Bentley passed with flying colours. 
 

 
 

 
The Theatrette also boasts a vehicle display and lecture area. 

 
The Mk I Racer with its many successes displayed in the backdrop. 

 
Fazal, The JCCV President conducts the guided tour. 

 
Ned Kelly kept us all under close scrutiny. 

 
Fazal operates the hoist and raises the Mulsanne S 

 
No nasty oil drips here  

and still a fair bit of meat left on the disc pads. 
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 One of the areas we did want to check was the little wire that supplies power to the starter solenoid. I had a small 
embarrassment a few months back when the wire must have broken while driving to a Club meeting and of course, it 
wouldn’t be obvious until you went to start the car up again. I turned the key and all the correct lights came on – but 
nothing. I soon established that it wasn’t a flat battery (I always keep the car on trickle charge anyway) and to make matters 
worse, it was pouring with rain and I wasn’t in a position to get under the Spur and look for myself. As it turned out, the wire 
had become brittle with engine heat and age and snapped. A colleague of mine had a similar problem with his Shadow a 
month later and strangely enough, it also happened at a Club meeting; in this case, his terminal was loose and simply fell off. 

I had the wire replaced and my terminal was also getting on a bit, so it was replaced as well. So we thought to 
ourselves, ‘let’s have a look at some others’ cars and see if their little time-bombs were also ticking away.’ We did indeed find 
a car or two with very brittle wires and we recommended to the Owners to get them attended to before they eventually 
become stranded as well. This seems to be only in the case of Silver Shadows and the early Spirits as the later models seem 
to have a different setup with a more robust connection. My advice is to check it anyway. 
 On the rear suspension of the Silver Shadows, have a look for the Rebound Strap. They can also become brittle and 
snap over time and they should receive a liberal amount of grease when servicing your car – this should help keep it in fine 
fettle and stop any of those horrid creaks and groans.  
 Check the front cross-member mounting which is situated at the back of the front wheel arch; unfortunately, this is 
often mistaken as a jacking point. Never, I repeat; NEVER jack your car up under it. Doing so will crush the thin metal plate 
that supports the rubber mount and it will transmit road noise into the cabin. Next time you purchase a set of new tyres, 
make certain that the fitter doesn’t put his jack under this point. We found a few damaged units and managed to pry the little 
boomerang shaped metal bracket free of the rubber mount.  
 
 
 
 

 
Adrian’s Shadow is up next. 

Despite appearances this mounting bracket is  
NOT a jacking point. 

Next time you purchase new tyres make certain you make 
the fitter aware of this fact otherwise damage will ensue. 

On Shadows, Ts and early Spirits, the starter solenoid wire is 
fragile and can harden and snap with age. Later models appear 

to have more robust connections, but check them anyway. 

You will find this  
Rear Suspension Rebound Strap if you look hard enough. 

Make certain it is greased regularly. 
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 We didn’t quite do what we set out to do on the day but we were still able to manage a couple of useful little titbits. 
In any case, the tour was enjoyable and we really did appreciate the generosity of Fazal and the Jaguar Car Club of Victoria 
for inviting us to their Headquarters and we will be better prepared for the type of work we wish to accomplish if we are 
invited back there again. 
 

  
 
 
 

(Photos by Robert Wort and Alan Jordan, thanks Alan) 
 To keep things interesting, I like to throw in a couple of ‘Theme Days’ during the course of the year. It ensures that 
our ‘Band of Brothers’ are not tied to any particular model, and so we had an Immediate Post-War Day covering models such 
as the Bentley MKVI, Silver Dawn and Silver Wraith (I regret that to the best of my knowledge {which is limited}, Australia 
does not enjoy the custodianship of any Phantom IVs, but if anyone wishes to leave me one in their will, I will graciously 
accept it). All jokes aside, it proved to be a popular decision and we enjoyed large attendance. 
 

 
   
 Lionel graciously gave up his premises once again and in no time at all, we were getting our cars over the pit with 
minor adjustments being carried out. 
 Lex is no stranger to these models and he stressed the importance of maintaining the Luvax-Bijur Centralised 
Chassis Lubrication System; He also showed us some examples of what can happen to the lower suspension yoke bearings 
and their needle rollers where lack of lubrication and the ingress of water has resulted in the collapse of the bearing. This will 
also cause an alteration to the steering geometry affecting the camber and pivot pin inclination. (Photos clockwise 1, 2, & 3). 
These parts are available ex UK at considerable cost however a well maintained system with regular checks should see these 
parts last for years. The broken spring (Photo 4) is from the side steering tube below the pitman arm on the steering box, this 
failure to the rear spring is usually caused by an accident involving the P/S front wheel where the shock is transmitted thru 
the side and cross steering tubes shattering the spring. 
 

A few good examples started to arrive early 
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Here We See The Final Drive Pinion And Bearing Assembly On The Left  
And Just The Casing On The Right. 

In This Instance The Bearings Have Been Converted To Tapered Roller Bearings. 

 

 
 

Lex had some examples of the Pinion Thrust Bearings and housings for the Final Drive Unit. The original in-line 
bearing consists of a central roller with ball bearings each side on a common shaft, these were replaced by tapered roller 
bearings to spread the load and reduce pinion side and end-play. On this housing of John B’s it was necessary to take the 
external dimensions from an original part and machine up a new unit from a steel billet, as the new tapers require an internal 
landing and are dimensionally different from the in-line bearing. John is installing a 14/41 CWP set and taper bearings give a 
greater stability to the pinion and its mesh with the crown wheel.   
 

Lex managed to drum 
up a considerable amount of 
interest in his brief but 
informative ‘Tech Talk’ and we 
certainly hope we can get him 
to come to future meetings 
when it comes to the 
Immediate Post WWII cars. 

Now we didn’t just 
stand around idle all day and 
we did manage to get some 
inspections and minor 
housekeeping items done. 

We didn’t just stick to 
immediate Post-Wars either. 
We put an early Silver Shadow 
over the pits to give it a once 
over and noticed that while the 
rubber boot cover that 
protected the universal 
coupling of the steering shaft 
was in fairly good condition, it 
wasn’t doing its job, simply  

 

1 2 

3 

4 

This will also cause an alteration to the steering geometry affecting the camber and pivot pin inclination.  
(Photos clockwise 1, 2, & 3).  

The broken spring (Photo 4) is from the side steering tube below the pitman arm on the steering box 
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because it had slipped off the flange that secured it in place; the clamp was just a simple wire that was wound around the 
flange and it was not sufficient to do the job. Before we returned the boot to its position, the coupling was cleaned of road 
grim and checked for wear (there was none), and as no screw type clamps were available we used a large cable tie to secure 
the boot in place and it did the job perfectly. Wonderful inventions are cable ties. 
 The car has the original (and now infamous) Pitman Arm fitted which had obvious signs of crack testing on it and 
while it may have passed, the owner is now seeking a beefed up replacement as we simply don’t trust them. We have heard 
a rumour the Bentley Motors, Crewe have remanufactured them, and if this is the case, I would be interested in finding out 
the cost of this item (it’ll probably be a King’s Ransom). 
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 Bertha wasn’t her usual spritely self and Neil decided it was time to give the old lady a bit of a tune-up. When it came 
to do the timing, there was a bit of an obstacle. Neil had recently had the ring gear replaced on the flywheel as the teeth on 
the old one were badly worn and the starter wouldn’t engage them. 
 The new ring gear was welded onto the flywheel but the welder got a bit overzealous with his job and managed to 
weld over most of the timing marks – BUGGER! We wasted over half an hour searching for them and we finally found just a 
smidgen of the mark, just hidden under the weld (if we find the bloke who did the weld, we’ll weld his hand to the flywheel).   
 With a bit of time-saving coordination, Neil moved the flywheel to the timing mark and Don adjusted the distributor 
above and Bertha returned to her former smoothness once more. 
 It was time for lunch and the lads were properly hatted up as garden chefs and ended another satisfying day with 
bangers, rissoles, salads and cakes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signs of crack testing on the Pitman Arm. 
It may be okay now, but…. 

It’s Big Bertha’s turn over the pit for a timing check. 
Bertha is a 1952 Silver Wraith. 

This is the rubber boot I was referring to that 
came adrift on the Shadow. 

Coordination above and below. 
Neil (under Bertha in the pit) turned the flywheel  

While Don adjusted the distributor. The timing marks played hide and seek with us 
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 Now before I leave you, good readers, I am going to attach an unashamed plug for our Branch’s (that’s the Victoria 
Branch of the Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club Of Australia. Inc), Federal Rally Tasmania Tour in 2010. The brochure and form 
included below is for the tour and not the Federal Rally itself. I will include those details later as they come to hand and I 
hope some of our overseas readers can pay us a visit and attend, what promises to be a fantastic tour of the Apple Isle. 
 The Victoria Branch chose Tasmania for the simple reason that it is a beautiful state to visit and the Tasmania Section 
is part of the Victoria Branch, so why not? 
 For the benefit of our overseas readers, Tasmania is not a country as many have been led to believe (especially those 
whose only knowledge of the state is through cartoons involving the Tasmanian Devil); it is very much part of Australia and 
woe betide those who don’t refer to residents of the state of ‘Tassie’ as Australians. 

And rightly so; for Australians they are. 
 Australia has six states and two territories: Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria, Tasmania, New South Wales, 
Queensland, Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory (of which Canberra, Australia’s Capital City and our seat of 
Parliament resides).  
  
 
‘Til next time folks, 
Happy and safe motoring 
 

eÉuxÜà jÉÜà 
 
 
 
 

************************************************************ 
 

 

All hatted up for the banger buffet 

Alan’s wife Janne is a regular and brought along a book about the 
Titanic. I hope there’s not a subliminal message here. 



 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club of Australia 

52nd Federal Rally 
March 10 - 15, 2010 

 
 
 

 

Be a Devil ….. Come to Tassie 
Hobart 2010 

 
Invitation: 

2010 will be the first time that our Club will 
travel “overseas” to hold its Federal Rally and the 
Tasmanian Members of the Victoria Branch look 
forward to hosting what is promising to be the most 
exciting and the friendliest Federal Rally ever. 

All Members of the RROCA are therefore invited 
to Be a Devil … Come to Tassie for the 2010 
Federal Rally in Hobart from Wednesday 10th through 
to Monday 15th March. 

 
Hobart Background: 

Hobart is Australia's southern-most capital. The city straddles the Derwent River, with Mount 
Wellington as a magnificent backdrop. It combines the charming old and the exciting new against that of 
mountain and sea. It is seeped in history as Australia's second oldest settlement.  Just 20 minutes from 

Hobart's historical centre city is Mt Wellington. Its 
1,234 metre peak provides panoramic views of the 
city and estuary beyond.  

Despite rumours to the contrary Hobart, with an 
average rainfall of 626 millimetres (24 inches), is 
actually Australia's second-driest capital city (after 
Adelaide) and in March we can except the 
temperature in Hobart to range from 11 to 20 degrees 
with perhaps 11 days of rain for the month. 

 

Getting There: 

If you are bringing your car to Tasmania, 
the Rally offers special rates to transport you 
and your car to the rally on the Spirit of 
Tasmania ferry from Melbourne to Devonport.  
While Qantas, JetStar and Virgin also fly to 
Hobart from around Australia. 



 
Rally Headquarters: 

Rally headquarters will be Wrest Point, on 
the water at Sandy Bay, in Hobart where a 
range of accommodation and services will be 
available for all including secure, undercover 
parking.  Accommodation rates have been 
arranged that will cover the needs of all budgets 
from 3.5 to 4.5 stars all in recently refurbished 
rooms. 

As well as featuring many interesting 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley related matters, the 
Rally will take members to many of the interesting local places and activities while the Register events 
will also make use of Hobart’s abundant fine restaurants for their pre-booked dinners.  A Ladies 
programme will be offered for those not so interested in the intricacies of motor cars and there will be 
some free time for everyone to explore and tour 
surrounding areas of Southern Tasmania.   

A feature of having the Rally at Wrest Point will be 
the ability of all Members to take a lift to the Black-Tie 
Dinner rather than struggling in their finery there and back 
in a bus! 

Pre and Post Tours: 

To allow Members to truly appreciate the Tassie 
experience there will be pre- and post- rally tours covering 
both the West Coast and the East Coast.  If you wish you 
will be able to tour in via one coast and out by the other 
on independent tours utilising Tasmania's network of 
highways to loop around the island discovering its ever-
changing landscape. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE RALLY BOOKING FORM 
WILL BE IN THE OCTOBER EDITION OF PRAECLARUM. 

 
INITIAL RALLY ENQUIRES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 

RROCA (Victoria Branch), 17 Hammersley Crt. Taylors Lakes, Vic, 3038 
Louise Matthews – 0428 995 720 or 03 5942 9030 

Neil Matthews – 0408 995 720 
or Email: 2010rally@rrocavictoria.org.au 



 
    
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Cardholder's Signature:

Deposit and payment of fares
Deposit of $100 per person is payable at time of book
ing. The balance of tour price is
payable 45 days prior to departure date.
Tour cancellation

TasVacations reserves the right to cancel tours prior to
departure for reasons which are beyond the control of
TasVacations such as industrial disputes, acts of na
ture such as severe weather, floods or fire. Minimum

numbers may also be required for the tour to proceed.
In the event that the Tour is cancelled monies includ

ing deposits will be refunded less any charges im
posed by other contractors and any costs incurred by
TasVacations. Travel insurance is therefore highly
recommended.

Travel Insurance
Travel insurance is strongly recommended to all
Travelers. Please ask a TasVacations consultant for
details of travel insurance. TasVacations

offers its customers discounted Travel Insurance poli
cies-please ask for your special rate.
Prices
All fares and other prices quoted are those supplied
from time to time by suppliers of transport, accommo
dation and other services and whilst every effort is
made to ensure price stability, forces outside the con
trol of TasVacations and suppliers, such as currency
fluctuations and costs of fuel, may result in price
changes.

Responsibility
All tickets, receipts and coupons issued to travellers
are issued subject to the terms and conditions speci
fied by the end suppliers of the services to be per
formed. By accepting the tickets, receipts or coupons
and utilising the services, each traveller agrees that
neither TasVacations, its parent company nor any of
its subsidiary companies or representatives shall be
liable for any injury to passengers or damage or loss of
their belongings suffered in connection with any
travel related suppliers, services or resulting directly
or indirectly from occurrences outside their control
including breakdown of equipment, strikes, thefts,
delay or cancellation, or changes to the itinerary or the
schedule.

Booking Conditions

o
o
o
o

D Twin (2 beds two people)

D Triple (3 beds three people

D Family 4 (Queen + 2 singles)

D Queen (1 bed two people)

D Single (1 bed one person)

D Family? (Queen + single)

Tas Vacations Booking Number: (if issued)

Additional comments or dietary requirements:

Security No (last three digits on reverse of card): (4 Digits)

AMOUNT TO BECHARGED: $ ($100x no people)
(please note that the Credit Card Transaction Fee will be added to the above amount)

By signing below I authorise TasVacations to debit my credit card the amount of
$100 per person being a deposit for the above tour. I understand that the deposit
is fully refundable if I cancel my booking 30 days or more prior to the tour start
ing, or if the tour is cancelled by TasVacations. The balance payable for the tour if
paid by credit card will attract a Credit Card Transaction Fee of 1.5%of the pay
ment value. Cheques may be sent to address below or you may like to EFT funds
to TasVacations Pty Ltd ANZ Launceston BSB017042 AC 35 325 2799.

Deposit Details (required to secure your booking)

Please attached a separate sheet if traveling with more than 4 people

Preferred Tour

Preferred room type (subject to availability)

D Tick this box to add Travel Insurance to your booking and save 10%.

-B~+··Save 10% on Travel Insurance
~onus

--- when purchased as part of your group tour

I

-~.Jas Vacations.com,




