
 

 

"Terms and Conditions of this Newsletter. 

 
The views expressed on this Newsletter are those of each Author and not  necessarily those of the Rolls-Royce Club of Australia. 

The information contained in this material is only for information purposes. The material does not constitute advice and you should not rely on any 
material in this web site to make (or refrain from making) any decision or take (or refrain from taking) any action. 
We do not make any warranty or representation as to the accuracy or fitness for purpose of any material in this Newsletter. 
In no event do we accept liability of any description, including liability for negligence, for any damages or losses (including, without limitation, loss of 
business, revenue, profits, or consequential loss) whatsoever resulting from use of or inability to use this Newsletter. 
The information contained in this Newsletter may contain technical inaccuracies and typographical errors.  The information contains material submitted 
and created by third parties. We exclude all liability for any illegality arising from or error, omission or inaccuracy in such material" The purpose of these 
self-help gatherings is to gain a better understanding and a working knowledge  of the vehicles in our charge. It does not nor is it intended to imply that 
the work carried out on these vehicles will  replace the expert knowledge of  those that specialise in this field. Each owner is strongly encouraged to keep 
his or her motorcar maintained by a qualified professional unless they have a thorough working knowledge of the vehicle themselves. 

 

 
 
Members and Guests Present:  
Mark Herbstreit 1979 Rolls-Royce Camargue JRH50085, Robert Wort Rolls-Royce Silver Spur ANC04359, Lionel Gell 

1975 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow SRH21205, Simon Roberts 1961 Bentley S2 B241DV, Laurence Bottomley 1968 
Bentley T Series SBH4064, Terry Farrow, Peter Jordan-Hill 1950 Bentley MK VI B190HR, Steve Young, Robert 

Harris, John Mantello 1958 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud SGE280, Len Rogen 1988 Rolls-Royce Silver Spur ANJ22414, Mark 
Walton 1973 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow LWB LRH14951. 
 

General Fiddly-Bits Day 
 It’s been a bit of a while since our team got down to the basic reason of operating our Technical Self-Help Group 

and that is to attend to Members’ Cars as they turn up and work on them on an ad-hoc basis; so I thought that this is how 
we should start our year. 

 I knew that the numbers of attendees would be down, as many were still on holidays and this would allow us to get 

stuck into more cars if the jobs were kept fairly simple. 
 As it turned out, everyone wanted their cars greased up and this enabled every owner an opportunity to get their 

PMCs up on the hoist, give ‘em a grease-up and carry out a quick safety inspection. 
 While we are on the subject of safety, all was not plain sailing for one of our Member’s and he had quite a sobering 

experience on his way to the meeting; I will elaborate on this incident later in this report. 

 We started with John Mantello’s 1958 Silver Cloud.  
 His left, front indicator wasn’t operating and we thought it would be a simple matter of replacing the Quartz-Iodine 

globe (On the Silver Cloud Is and IIs and Bentley S1s and 2s, the indicator at the front is also the fog lamp). It turned out 
to be a bad connection but it took a little bit of wire tracing to see exactly where the bad connection was. Sometimes, it’s 

just a bit of film that has built up under the globe itself where it makes contact with the main body of the globe. In this 
case, Mark Herbstreit traced the Earth Wire back to its source and cleaned the connection there. We now have a working 

flasher (No pun intended). 
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Lionel Gel Looks On With Interest While Mark Traces 
The Wiring Fault. 

Simon Roberts Greases One Side Of The 
T Series Front-End. 

Peter Jordan-Hill’s MK VI Up On 
The Hoist. 

Circled In Yellow Is The Offending Crack. 

Terry Farrow Realises 
That The Crack Is Also 

Evident At The Top Of 
The Manifold. 

  
The first car on the hoist was Lawrence Bottomley’s T Series 

Bentley. Lawrence has been waiting patiently in the wings for some 
time to get his car greased; some other job always took longer than 

scheduled and he always seemed to miss the boat so this time we 

made sure he got on first. 
 

 We checked all the nipples for cleanliness and made 

sure that the little spring-load ball bearings in the flat-topped 

nipple weren’t blocked or seized. I think these flat-topped slide-
on grease nipples are great! You get a much more positive 

connection than the standard automotive grease nipples and you 

have a much better assurance that the grease is going  

to go exactly where it should. 
 

Care was taken to ensure that only enough grease is pumped in without rupturing the seals and in most cases,  
four or five pumps were necessary and even less when it came to the universal joints (Which use standard automotive style 

grease nipples). 

 One by one, we managed to grease nearly every Member’s motorcar that was present. Next up was mine, then 
John Mantello’s etc.etc. 

 Peter Jordan-Hill had a slightly different problem; he had a slight exhaust leak and wanted to know where the 
fluttering sound was coming from so he could either fix it himself, or get it professionally done if we didn’t have the 

necessary welding gear to plug it up. 
 It turned out that there was a large crack in the front exhaust manifold. He thought about getting it welded but 

unfortunately, welding of the manifold is only a short-term fix as it tends to crack again after a short term of service so a 

new manifold will have to be purchased. 
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Mark Walton’s LWB Shadow Takes Up Its 
Position In The Greasing Queue. 

While Mark Herbstreit Turns His 
Attention To My Sticky Window 

This Is How It 
Slides Under 
The Trim Clip. 

On Close Inspection, You Can See The 
Chassis No. Is Written On The Back Of 

Each Panel. 

 Next in line was Simon Roberts’ S2 for a greasing then it was followed in quick succession with Mark Walton’s LWB 
Silver Shadow. 

 Simon’s S2 was the first Standard Steel (along with the Silver Cloud II) to drop the Luvax-Bijur system of 
Centralised Chassis Lubrication and there were 21 greasing points to attend to which was in stark contrast to Mark’s silver 

Shadow, which only had 6 (not including in both instances, the universal joints). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 Of course, not everything was up in the air; for the past couple of weeks my front passenger door window’s switch 

decided that it didn’t want to lift. It worked fine from the driver’s master switch so it was either one of those dreaded micro 
switches (which would involve the removal of the door trim), or simply a build-up of film on the switch itself. 

 I’m glad to report that it was the latter and this is caused through lack of use; after much jiggling by Mark 

everything went back into normal operation, so from now on, I’ll operate all the window lifts on a weekly basis while the 
engine warms up, to give them regular exercise. 
 It was time to move our attention to Mark Herbstreit’s Camargue. 
 His passenger window also had problems, but of a different nature. His window tends to stick half way up on its 

travel and it required some lubrication in the runners. 

This meant that the door trim did have to come off and Mark employed his nifty little homemade tool to remove the 
door trim without damage to the clips; there were of course, a myriad of screws to undo as well. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
  

This Is Quite A Handy Little Tool. It’s Used 
For Lifting The Door Trim Away From The 

Door Without Damaging The Clips. 
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The Author Took Particular Interest In 
Comparing The Underside Of The 

Camargue To His Silver Spur 

 As Mark’s Camargue is a post 500 Chassis series model, there were many components shared with my SZ series 
than there were on the Shadows, as was quite evident when we saw the underbody when she was raised on the hoist (also 

for grease up). 
 While mine had automotive style grease nipples on the upper ball joints (mine were replaced some time back), 

Mark’s were the originals without grease nipples. They still need lubrication occasionally and to do this, you can remove the 

small bolt on top of the ball-joint and ‘thumb some grease into the orifice. 
 If the ball joint hasn’t had grease for awhile, it might be a good idea to add a tiny drop of oil in there before adding 

the new grease. This will soften the hardened old grease and restore its lubricity. You can add a grease nipple here to save 
time when lubricating the ball joint in future. 

 
  

 

 

 
 Our team was quite pleased with our little production 

line of good housekeeping for the day. There was nothing 
really major attended to which meant that everyone had an 

opportunity to do something, albeit small, to their motorcars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE READ THIS WARNING - IT IS VERY IMPORTANT 
 Many Members (Myself included), were blissfully unaware that our tyres have a ‘use-by’ date until fairly recent 

times and this has been highlighted in online forums and Bill Coburn’s Tee One Topics. 
This was abruptly brought home to Members who attended our February Self-Help meeting, when I received 

a call from John Mantello’s wife that her husband was stranded on the side of the road with a ‘puncture’. 
Lawrence Bottomley and I went to his assistance to learn that John had not suffered a mere puncture, but a 

catastrophic Blow-Out of the right-hand front tyre of his Silver Cloud.  
After getting his spare on and arriving at Roadstar Automotive, we searched for the cause and found no 

obvious evidence such as a nails, bolts etc.  

We then noticed that the epicentre of the blow-out was caused by delamination of the tread and a ‘flipping 
great big hole.’ 

There was plenty of tread on the tyre and all the other ones seemed to be in perfect condition. 
And then we saw the date of manufacture on the sidewall. 

The year of manufacture was 1987. The Tyre Was Twenty Years Old.   

As Ken Long (one of our Members who runs a Tyre Business), informed us at our December Club Meeting, 
tyres should be replaced every 5 years and certainly shouldn’t be on the car for more than 7 years, as the compounds 

that make up the tyre breaks down over a period of time - whether the car is used or not. 
DON’T TRUST THE THICKNESS OF THE TREAD PATTERN.  

As The Titanic Found Out To Its Peril, It’s Only The Tip Of The Iceberg. 

Fortunately for John, the incident happened just after he pulled away from an intersection at about 40 kms 
per hour. Only twenty minutes earlier he was travelling along the freeway at 100 kph and as it was the right hand 

front tyre that blew (literally with a bang and without warning), I think we can all come to the same scary conclusion 
as to what could have happened. 

John wasn’t at the December Meeting to hear Ken’s Tyre Talk and so he was completely unaware of the 

potential danger, so I’m putting the warning down here. 
No matter how good a condition your tyres appear to be in, if they are more than 5 years old; for your sake, 

for you car’s sake, for your family’s sake - and for everyone’s’ sake. 
Replace them now. 
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Don’t Let This Happen To You  
 
 

Once again I am indebted to our overseas (UK), intrepid reporter, Clive Lungmuss, for his contribution below. 
 Thankyou Clive. 

 

1990 Bentley Turbo 57,400 mile on the clock 
 

The notes below are a general observation by a ‘hobbyist’ and should serve only as a guide and not be taken as a definitive way to carry out a 
service.  I hope that it will promote discussion and lead to suggestions and input that will benefit everyone maintaining their Rolls Royce or Bentley. 

 

I was asked if I could give a quite newly purchased Bentley a general overview and prepare it for the annual 

roadworthiness check (MOT).   
 

The owner asked if I would: 
 

Change the engine oil and the filter 

Change the air filter 
Change the petrol filter 

Change the gearbox fluid and strainer (filter) 
Change the final transmission oil 

Check condition of the spark plugs 
Check brake pads 

Check lights, horn, indicators, wipers, tyres, fan belt etc. 
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The car had been maintained by a Rolls Royce & Bentley agent for the previous owner and the new owner was not 
pleased with the service carried out and the invoice/bill showed no detail as to what on the service had been actually done. 

The interior lamp fuse was removed (saving on battery while bonnet/hood was open) as well as the wiper relay 
(No.3 next to the windscreen washer reservoir).  The wiper motor drive cover was then removed.  The rear wheels 

‘chocked’ with wooden blocks front and back and the front wheel nuts were loosened (remember that passenger side wheel 

nuts undo clockwise).  The car was jacked up and axle stands placed under the anti-roll bar each side of the central jacking 
point.  The front wheels were removed and along with the wheel nuts placed out of the way. 

The car had been driven over to me that morning and it was considered wise to allow time for the engine oil and 
transmission fluid to cool down so I opted to change the air & petrol filter first.  The air filter cover was removed and the 

owner who has had many years experience with the older vehicles examined the filter and noted it was quite black and felt 
it had not been changed for some time. A new filter was fitted and the retaining clips pushed back on except the front left 

side looking from the front of the car.  Solved the problem by pushing it on with a long screwdriver from the front from the 

underneath edge of the bonnet (hood). 
The petrol filter as you are perhaps aware is sited under the body on the passenger side.  Using two spanners, one 

to hold the assembly steady, one to undo the joint nut.  The rear of the two joints was loosened with some effort.  The 
front joint was quite firmly weathered in and considerable care was taken to avoid shearing the pipe as the nut appeared to 

have ‘joined’ itself to the pipe. Eventually it was loosened and undone.  A tray was placed under the filter as quite a lot of 
petrol is contained in the filter and when the pipe is released it’s a good idea to catch it in something.  The jubilee clip that 
holds the pipe to the body was released and away came the old filter also check that the two copper washers were 

accounted for. Again the owner looked at the condition of the filter and felt that it was most probably the original filter.  
With new copper washers and the filter pointing in the right direction (usually the filter shows an ‘arrow’ marking the petrol 

flow direction) the filter was positioned. Make sure the jubilee clip and protective rubber strip are in position the assembly 
was tightened up.  The front and rear joints were pushed into position and tightened.  The car was started and run for a 

couple of minutes and checked for leaks then switched off. 

Now the oil was cooler and stirred up from running for the petrol leak check it was time to remove the sump plug.   
Using a large Allen key the sump plug was undone and the oil drained into a large bowl.  While that was draining it was a 

good time to direct attention to the oil filter. The workshop manual states this filter should be hand tightened and to my 
surprise and to some extent my relief, with the aid of some rag enough grip was obtained and the filter removed.  Moisten 

the rubber seal on the replacement filter and screw it into place and hand tighten.  Re-fit the sump plug and re-fill with oil.  

(I use a 2 pint plastic jug as a measure to avoid overfilling with new oil).  

Oil Filter – Hand tightened 
The car now in a raised position it was time to have a look at the gearbox.  Another old washing up bowl was 

positioned underneath and the drain plug released.  The sump bolts were located and these were quickly undone and the 
sump lowered for inspection.  Keep the bowl positioned under the metal strainer (filter) as quite a lot of fluid is retained in 

the strainer.  Examine the magnetic sump plug for debris and look for any sludge in the bottom of the sump.  Washed out 

the sump with paraffin and then use an airline to blow it dry it was then placed on a clean surface.  Next undo the strainer 
holding bolt being careful not to lose the metal spacer that is situated on the bolt and between the strainer and the gearbox 

casing.  With the bolt undone the strainer can be now pulled away from the underneath of the gearbox making sure the ‘O’ 
ring is out as well. Note the order of assembly for re-assembly 

Discard the ‘O’ ring and the rubber seal.  From the replacement filter kit take the new ‘O’ ring and fit to the plastic 
pipe and moisten with a drop of clean transmission fluid.  Also fit the new rubber seal to the strainer and attach the plastic 

pipe.  Put the retaining bolt through the strainer and slide on the metal 

spacer.  Now offer up the strainer and push the plastic pipe firmly home 
and tighten up the holding bolt.  The drain plug was put back in the 

sump and tightened. The new gasket was lightly moistened with clean 
transmission fluid and placed in position on the sump.  Sometimes you 

can be fortunate and the holes in the gasket are small enough just to 

hold the sump bolts while it was offered up to the main housing (Case).  
Locate front and back bolts and started to tighten up the rest.  Do not 

forget the rear bolt holding and positioning a bracket. 
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Bolts – Sump to Case  Nm   kgf m   lbf ft 
    17   1.7   12 

 
 
 
 

The front road wheels/tyres were inspected for wear and damage and put back on and the wheel nuts put on and 

the slack taken up.  Axle Stands were removed and the car lowered to the ground.  The wheel nuts were the tightened to 
the torque settings. Remember the passenger side wheel nuts tighten anti- clockwise 

 

 
 

Road Wheel Nuts  Nm   kgf m   lbf ft 
    61-68   6-7   45-50 

 
The gearbox was then filled via the dipstick filler tube under wiper drive mechanism. Add 4.5 litres, 8 imperial pints 

or 9 US pints if the strainer/filter has been replaced. 

The interior lamp fuse and the wiper relay were replaced and the car started and a check carried out for any leaks. 
Due to the size of my garage the car had to be turned around and backed in.  Once this had been done the engine oil and 

transmission fluid levels were checked and topped up.  The wiper motor cover was then put back 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
The front brake pads were examined and 
found to have sufficient material.  Callipers 
and brake pipes were cleaned and applied 
penetrating oil to bolts, nuts or areas where 
the English weather had started to make its 
mark! While the car was raised all the sill 
drain holes were checked and cleared of any 
debris using a piece of strong wire. 
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The rear road wheel nuts were loosened and the car jacked up and axle stands placed each side of the final 
transmission also underneath the trailing arm (11) on each side. 

With the road wheels now removed a large Allen key was used to undo the drain plug. 
 

 
Place a large bowl underneath and release the drain plug.  The owner of the car was not that impressed with 

quality of the old oil and I rather thought that again he felt that also had never been changed.  Allowed a few minutes to 
drain completely and replaced the drain plug. Now the oil filler and level plug was undone and the task of refilling 

commenced.  Access to this area is not easy and taking a tip from one of the Message Boards I filled an old clean oil bottle 

that had an extended clear plastic tube.  Now your arm and elbow positioned behind the spare wheel the plastic tube can 
be inserted into the oil filler hole and the oil squeezed in.   Carry out this task until the oil starts to ‘dribble’ out, insert the 

filler plug and tighten up. 
Rear brake and parking pads were examined and it was noted that at the next opportunity the parking brake pads 

should be renewed.   
With the wheels off it is an ideal time to brush of any dirt or scaling from the calipers  and to inspect and clean any 

accessable hydraulic pipework.  If I can get far enough underneath I spray any pipes ,nuts, valves & joints with WD40 

The Parking Brake required adjustment.  Use a suitably sized spanner on the Adjuster and turn clockwise until the 
pads are just gripping the brake disc and can only just be moved by hand. Now the adjuster should be slackened off 3 x 

clicks for the minimum clearance between pad & disc so that the rotor can move freely.  Parking brake operation was then 
checked. 
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Rear tyres/wheels were inspected and refitted to the car and the Axle stand removed and the car lowered to the 

ground. 

Lights, horn, indicators and wash wipe were checked and working 
The owner also asked for a spark plug to be removed with the view to seeing if they needed replacing.  I started to 

remove one from ‘A’ bank and it was unusually loose and in fact the remaining plugs on that side were all the same, they 
had not been tightened up, the plugs on ‘B’ bank were tight.  The removed plug passed inspection and was refitted.  

 A week later the car passed the annual road test (MOT) 

 
 
Clive Lungmuss 

 

 

 Thank you once again Clive. 

 Contributions to Crewe’d Jottings, such as Clive’s are always welcome and actively encouraged. 
 Please send in your own experiences (with pictures) to me via email on rhwort@bigpond.com 

 
 
 
 

 
‘Til next time folks, 
 

Happy and safe motoring (And don’t forget to check the age of your tyres). 
 

Robert Wort  

************************************************************    

 

   Parking Brake Adjuster 


